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HARP CONSTRUCTION FOR suPPoRTING 
ELECTRIC LAMPSHADES 

Carl Bramming, Anderson, Ind., assignor to Alads 

corporation of Illinois 
-din Industries, Incorporated, Chicago, Ill., a 

Application September 9, 1947, serial No. 773,059 

The invention comprises a harp construction 
for supporting shades of electric lamps, which in 
cludes a tubular base around and Spaced from a 
vertically disposed lamp socket and secured to 
the pedestal or other support for said socket, and 
a harp bracket supported by said base and ex 
tending upwardly therefrom in the form of a loop 
around the lamp bulb. supported by the socket, 

: said bracket having at its top or mid-portion a 
fixture for supporting a shade around said brack 
et and said bulb. The present invention is direct 
ed to the manner of supporting the harp bracket 
from the harp base and to the construction of 
these parts by which the advantages of the inven 
tion are secured, which advantages are first, 
imparting positive support to the harp bracket, 
second, facilitating quick and easy assembling of 
said parts, and third, producing said parts by 
simple and inexpensive tool operations to the 
end that the cost of making the harp construc 
tion may be reduced to a minimum. - . . . . . . 

: It is the object of the invention to accomplish 
the results described, by making the harp bracket 
of a bent rod of resilient metal having outwardly 
extending lower ends engaging and fitting cor- i. 
responding oppositely disposed apertures through 
the side wall of the tubular base of the construc 
tion, and holding said ends in said apertures to 
prevent movement of said ends axially of said 
tubular base, by positive and outwardly directed 
thrusts of the lower end portions of said bracket 
against the side wall of said base which Sur 
rounds said end portions With a substantial clear 
ance Space between it and the lamp socket also 
surrounded by said side wall; it is a further ob 
ject of the invention to restrain said bracket 
against turning movement on its outwardly ex 
tending lower ends relatively to said tubular base, 
by providing said bracket above said lower ends 
with outwardly extending. humps projecting 
through corresponding slots through the side wall 
of said tubular base, so that the substantial out 
ward and opposite thrusts on the lower end por 
tions of the bracket against the side wall of the 
base of the harp, securely hold the lower ends 
of the bracket in the base apertures and at the 

9 Claims. (CI. 240-148) 

Fig. 2, and . . . . 

2. 
will be better understood :by reference: to the 
accompanying drawings illustrating a preferred 
embodiment thereof, in which: - - - - - - 

Fig.1 shows the harp construction in place on 
an electric lamp, the harp bracket and lampsock 
et and bulb being shown in front elevation and 
the harp base, and upper: portion of the lamp 
pedestal or support being shown in central, ver 
tical, sectional view taken along the line -fin 

Fig. 2 shows the harp and lamp structure, in 
cluding the upper portion of the lamp. support, 
in side elevation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
I. Similar... numerals. refer to I similar parts 

25. . . . . . " ... . . ." 

... As shown in the drawings, a socket for the 
throughout the several views. . . . . . . . 

lamp is shown as Supported with its axis inver 
tical position, by...an arm 2 extending from: an 
internally threaded sleeve'.3, holding a threaded 

120 . mounting collar 4...tightly against the bottom, 
thorizontal wall of the harp base 5. The collar 4 
is Screwed on to the upper end of the pedestal 6 
of the lamp, illustrating any desired support 

2 5 
therefor, and a vertically disposedlamp bulb is 
shown in the socket. f. The socket is shown as 
provided with. electric conductors. 8 and a con 
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same time hold the bracket humps in the base 
slots, thereby preventing movement of the bracket 
in any direction relatively to the base, unless the 
lower portions of the bracket are forcibly pressed 
together to disengage the bracket ends and humps 
from the base apertures and slots, which may be 
done at any time if it is desired to disassemble 
the harp structure. 
The above and other objects of the invention 55 

necting plug. 9, said socket being also preferably 
provided with a switching mechanism 0 to con 
trol current flow to the bulb 7..... '-' ' ... ', 

All of the parts so far described excepting the 
harp base 5, are of known construction and do 
not per seconstitute in the form shown, an es 
sential part of the present invention, being shown 
'merely to illustrate the purpose of the invention 
and its contemplated relation to know. lamp 
structures. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
* The harp-base 5 is preferably of formed sheet 
metal, and includes a horizontal bottom wall if 
supported as described, or in an equivalent man 
ner by the lamp-structure, to impart stable sup 
port to the harp structure. From the outer edge 
of the wall fl, the base 5 continues upwardly in 
the form of an integral and tubular sidewall. 2 
which is preferably cylindrical, surrounding and 
substantially spaced from the socket A, and pro 
vided in its lower-portion with opposite apertures 
f3, receiving and closely fitting the lower hori 
zontal ends 4 integral with and extending out 
wardly from the lower portions of the harp 
bracket 5. The bracket 5 preferably com 
prises a rod of resilient metal bent to the form 
described and so formed that in use its lower por 
tions are in the space between the wall, 2- and 
the socket, with the upper part of the bracket 
sufficiently compressed to exert substantial out 
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ward thrusts by its lower portions against the 
Wall 2 to securely hold the bracket ends 4, in 
the apertures f3, against accidental removal 
therefron. 
Above the ends 4, the bracket f 5 is provided 

with integral humps. 6, extending outwardly 
through vertical slgts; f, therefors in the wall. 2, 
which slots closely fit said humps laterally of 
said slots. Above the slots , the Wall 2 is 
preferably provided at its upper open end, with 
a rolled bead 8 stiffening the upper-end of said 
wall and providing a finish for the upper end 
of the base 5. - 
Above the harp base 5, the bracket is extends 

upwardly and around the bulb with the gen 
eral form of said bulb and spaced sufficiently 
therefrom to permit the ready insertion gf the 
bulb into and the removal of the same from the 
socket . At its upper mid-portion the bracket 
f5 carries a shade supporting fixture 9 which 
may have any known form and which preferably 
..frictionally engages the bracket 5 so that said 
fixture and the shade supported by it around said 
-bracket and around the bulb 7, may be adjusted 

{bracket and bulb. . . . 
'...The spacing of the Wall 2 from the Socket 

-is sufficient to readily permit the insertion and 
removal as desired, of the ends lik, and humps 
6, in assembling and disassembling the bracket 

-and-base of the harp. . . . . - . 
in the unstressed condition of the bracket it 5 

removed from the base 5, the lower portions; gif 
said bracket are spaced from each other a much 
greater distance than. Would permit the insertion 
of said lower portions into the open upper end 
-of the tubular wall 2; to effect said insertion in 
assembling the parts, said lower end portions are 
forcibly pressed toward each other until the ends 
:(4, and humps E 6, will:enter the tubular wall 
: 2, thereby developing in the bracket 5 sub 
stantial-internal stresses tending to separate its 
slower portions; when said teads and said:humps 
are moved into alignment with the apertures 3 
and slots: ET, said internal stresses forcibly separ 
-rate the lower portions of the bracket, but only 
for the small distance reguired to move the ends 
-4 into the apertures 3; and the humps 6 into 
the slots T, thereby, but slightly decreasing said 
internal stresses and leaying the major portion 
thereof operative to forcibly.hgid said parts in their 
-assembled relation, thereby giving the bracket: 5 
Substantial and stable support. The material 
Aor diameter of rod, or ; both, of which the bragket 
(5:is made, are selected to facilitate the develops 
ment of the internal stresses referred to; in that 
connection, the selection of a roadiameter that 
is substantial, has the further advantage of pro 
-Viding without the use of any additional part or 
parts, a surface of substantial area of frictional 
sengagement between the bracket f5 and the 

or tilted angularly as desired relatively to the 
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shade fixture f3, insuring the hplaing of the 
shade in any adjusted or tilted position on the 
bracket. - - 

It will be noted that only the simplest of mer 
ghanical. Qperations are required in making the 
base 5 and the bracket 5 of the harp structure. 
In making the base, after it is formed with its 
integral side and bottom: Walls, the enly further necessary operations are perforating operations, 
to make the apertures; i3 and slots , the bead 
8 being optional de the thigkness of 
metal of the wall 2; -- - - - - - - - 
apt necessary for the ends of the humps, 6 to 
exert gutward thrusts Qn the Wall 2, singe the 

. . . . . . -- in said perforatio 

smay be agted that it is 

5 

pair of projections freia feagh of Said sharp end 

4 
only necessary action of the humps 6 is to closely 
fit the slots 7 laterally of said slots to prevent 
turning of the bracket, 5 on its lower ends rela 
tively to the base 5, in which case said outward 
thrusts are exerted entirely by the lower ends of 
the bracket f 5 near the bottom wall , thus fa 
cilitating making the base 5 of relatively thin 
metal. Without danger of its deformation due to 
said outward thrusts. In making the bracket 5, 
where the same is made of a round metal rod 
which is preferable, only simple wire or rod-bend 
ing or forming operations are required. Thus 
the harp structure described is not only effective 
in accomplishing its intended purposes, but it is 
also inexpensive to manufacture. 
While I have shown my invention in the par 

ticular embodiment described, I do not limit my 
self thereto as I may employ equivalents thereof 
without departing from the scope of the ap 
pended claims. ". 
I claim: . . . . . - 

1. In a harp construetion for supporting shades 
of electric lamps, the combination of a lamp bub 
Socket, a support rigidly secured to said socket, 
a tubular harp base-rigidly...secured to said sup 
port and having a side Wall around and substan 
tially Spaced from said socket, and a harp bracket 
shaving its lower ead portions within said side 
:Wall and extending above Said side Wall in an 
integral loop around and to clear the lamp 
bulb used in said. socket, each of said lower end 
portions having a pair of spaced and outwardly 
extending projections, and said side wall having 
a pair of perforations for receiving said pair of 
projections from each of said harp end portions, 
one of said perforations of each pair closely fit 
iting -one projection, of a corresponding pair 
'laterally and axially of said harp base and the 
other of said pair of perforations closely tfitting 
laterally the other of said corresponding pair 
of projections, said bracket being resilient and 
having internal-stresses tending to move its said 
lower portions away from each other and posi 
tively and forcibly holding said projections in 
said perforations, thereby restraining said harp 
bracket against movement relatively to said harp 
base and providing:rigid-support for said bracket 
in said base. - - , , w 

2. In a harp construction for supporting shades 
of electric lamps, the combination of a lamp 
bulb socket, a support rigidly secured to said 
socket, a tubular harp base rigidly secured to 
said support and having-a-side wall around, and 
Substantially Spaced from said socket, and a 
harp bracket having its lower-end portions with 
in said side wall and extending above said side 
wall in an integral loop around and to clear the 
lamp bulb used in Said socket, each of said lower 
send portions having a pair of spaced and put 
Wardly extending projections, and said side wall 
having a pair of perforations for receiving said 

portions, one of said perforations of each pair 
closely fitting one projection of a correspond 
ing pair laterally and axially of said harp base 
and the other gf said pa 
fitting laterally the gathe gf said gore lag 
pai triar sai 

-to move its 
positively and forcibly holdings 
harp bracket against movement relatively to 
said harp base and providing rigid support for 
said bracket in Said base, one of said projections 

of perforatigns closely 
3eing resiliant 

thereby restraining said 
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from each of said end portions being-cylindrical 
rand the other of said projections: from each of 
said-end portions being a hump formed from 
{the corresponding end portion. . . . . . . ; . . . 
... 3. In a harp construction for supporting shades 
of electric lamps, the combination of a lamp. bulb 
isocket; a support rigidly secured to said socket, 
a tubular harp. base rigidly secured to said Sup 
sport and having a side wall around and substan 
'tially spaced from said:Socket, and a harp bracket 
having its: lower end portions within, said side 
wall; and extending... above said side wall in an 
integral loop around and to clear the lamp bulb 
used in said socket, each of said lower end por 
tions having a pair of spaced and outwardly ex 
tending projections, and said side wall having 
a pair of perforations for receiving said pair of 
projections from each of said harp end portions, 
one of said perforations of each pair closely fit 
ting one projection of a corresponding pair 
laterally and axially of said harp base and the 
other of said pair...of perforations closely: fit 
iting laterally the other of Said', corresponding 
pair of projections, said. bracket being resilient 
and having internal stresses tending to move its 

: said lower portions away from each other and 
positively; and forcibly holding said projections 
in said perforations, thereby restraining said 
harp bracket against movement relatively to said 
harp base and providing rigid support for said 
bracket in Said base, the spacing of said side Wall 
from said socket affording a clearance space for 
said projections for assembling and disassembling 
purposes. 

4. In a harp construction for supporting shades 
of electric lamps, the combination of a lamp bulb 
socket, a support rigidly secured to Said socket, 
a tubular harp base rigidly secured to said Sup 
port and having a side wall around and substan 
tially spaced from Said socket, and a harp bracket 
having its lower end portions within said side 
wall and extending above Said side Wall in an 
integral loop around and to clear the lamp bulb 
used in said Socket, each of said lower end por 
tions having a pair of spaced and outwardly 
extending projections, and said side wall having 
a pair of perforations for receiving said pair of 
projections from each of said harp end portions, 
one of said perforations of each pair closely fit 
ting one projection of a corresponding pair 
laterally and axially of said harp base and the 
other of said pair of perforations closely fitting 
laterally the other of said corresponding pair of 
projections, said bracket being resilient and hav 
ing internal stresses tending to move its said 
lower portions away from each other and posi 
tively and forcibly holding said projections in 
Said perforations, thereby restraining said harp 
bracket against movement relatively to said harp 
base and providing rigid support for said bracket 
in said base, one of said projections from each 
of Said end portions being cylindrical and the 
other of Said projections from each of said end 
portions being a hump formed from the cor 
responding end portion, the spacing of said side 
wall from said socket affording a clearance space 
for said projections for assembling and disas 
Sembling purposes. 

5. A harp fixture for Supporting lamp shades 
comprising a tubular harp base adapted for rigid 
support from a lamp pedestal and extending at a 
distance around the socket of the lamp, and a 
harp bracket of resilient metal rod including an 
upwardly extending loop portion and integral 
lower end portions inside of Said harp base, each 
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6 
of said lower-end portions having a pair of spaced 
and outwardly extending projections, the side 
wall of said harp base being provided with a pair 
of perforations for receiving said pair of projec 
tions from each of said harp endportions, one:pf 
Said perforations of each pair closely fitting one 
projection of a corresponding pair laterally and 
axially of said harp base and the other of said 
pair of perforations closely fitting laterally the 
other of said; corresponding pair of projections, 
and said bracket having internal stresses posi 
-tively; pressing said lower end portions outwardly 
against said side wall and said projections into 
Said perforations, thereby providing rigid sup 
port for Said bracket; in said base. . . ..' . . 

S. 6. A harp fixture for supporting lamp shades 
comprising a tubular harp base adapted for rigid 
'Support from a lamp pedestal and extending at a 
distance around the socket of the lamp, and a 
harp bracket of resilient metal rod including an 
upWardly extending: loop portion and integral 
lower end portions inside of said harp base, each 
of Said lower end portions having a pair of spaced 
sand outwardly extending projections, theside wall. 
of Said harp base being provided with a pair. of 
perforations for receiving said pair of projections 
from each of Said harp end portions, one of said 
perforations of each pair closely fitting one 
projection of a corresponding pair laterally and 
axially of Said harp base and the other of said 
pair of perforations closely fitting laterally the 
other of Said corresponding pair of projections, 
and Said bracket having internal stresses posi 
tively pressing said lower end portions outwardly 
against Said side wall and said projections into 
Said perforations, thereby providing rigid sup 
port for said bracket in said base, one of said 
projections from each of said end portions being 
cylindrical and the other of said projections from 
each of Said end portions being a hump formed 
from the corresponding end portion. 

7. A harp fixture for supporting lamp shades 
comprising a tubular harp base adapted for rigid 
Support from a lamp pedestal and extending at a 
distance around the socket of the lamp, and a 
harp bracket of resilient metal rod including an 
upwardly extending loop portion and integral 
lower end portions inside of said harp base, each 
of Said lower end portions having a pair of spaced 
and outwardly extending projections, the side 
wall of Said harp base being provided with a pair 
of perforations for receiving said pair of pro 
jections from each of said harp end portions, one 
of Said perforations of each pair closely fitting 
One projection of a corresponding pair laterally 
and axially of Said harp base and the other of 
Said pair of perforations closely fitting laterally 
the other of said corresponding pair of projec 
tions, and Said bracket having internal stresses 
positively pressing Said lower end portions out 
Wardly against Said side wall and said projections 
into said perforations, thereby providing rigid 
Support for Said bracket in said base, the spacing 
of Said Side Wall from Said socket affording a 
clearance Space for said projections for assemi 
bling and disassembling purposes. 

8. A harp fixture for Supporting lamp shades 
comprising a tubular harp base adapted for rigid 
Support from a lamp pedestal and extending at a 
distance around the Socket of the lamp, and a 
harp bracket of resilient metal rod including an 
upwardly extending loop portion and integral 
lower end portions inside of said harp base, each 
of Said lower end portions having a pair of spaced 
and outwardly extending projections, the side 
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awall-of-said harp base being provided swith a pair 
of perforations for receiving said pair of pro 
jections from each of said sharp end-portions, 
one of said -perforations of each pair closely 
tfitting. -one projection of a corresponding pair 
laterally - and axially of said: 'harp base and the 
other of said pair of perforations closely fitting 
ilaterally the other of said corresponding pair of 
projections, and said bracket having internal 
stresses positively-pressing said:lower-endportions ri 
outwardly against saidside wall and said pro 
jections into said perforations, thereby provid 
king rigid support for said bracket in said base, 
one of said projections from each of Said end 
portions being eylindrical and the other of said 5 
'projections from each of said end-portions being 
a hump formed from the corresponding:end pop 
stion, the spacing-of said sidewall from said socket 
affording a clearance-space for said projections 
ifor asserbling and disassembling purposes. 

9. Means for supporting a lamp shade upon a - 
lamp : pedestal, comprising, in combination, a 
stubular harp base-extending circumferentially of 
the socket-of-theamp, means for supporting said 
:base above said pedestal, and a harp bracket of 25 
tresilient metal rodhaving an upwardly-extending 
loop portion and lower end portions extending 
into said:base, each of said end portions having a 

3 

3 
spair of spaced and outwardly extending profew 
tions, the side wall of said harp base being pro 
vided with a pair of perforations for receiving 
Said pair of projections from each of said harp 
:endportions, one of said perforations of each pair 
: closely fitting one projection of a corresponditig 
pair-laterally; and axially of Said harp base and 
the other of said pair of 'perforations closely 
fitting laterally the other; of Said corresponding 
pair of projections, and said bracket having 
internal stresses positively pressing said:lower-ead 
'portions:outwardly:against saidsidewall-aradsaid 
projections into:Said perforations. . . . 

SCAR BRAMEMENg. . . 
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